
                       

W
hite-tailed Sea Eagles

thriving in W
ester Ross

THEIR NATURAL 
HABITATS
W

hite-tailed sea eagles’ 
natural habitats are 
m

arine & coastal are-
as, w

etlands, lochs and 
large river system

s, but 
they can also be seen 
in the uplands and w

ill 
often nest in w

oodlands. 

M
EASUREM

ENTS
W

hite-tailed sea eagles are the 4th 
largest eagle in the w

orld and are 
Scotland’s largest bird of prey.
Their length is: 70-90cm
Their w

ingspan is: 200-240cm
Their w

eight is: 4.5-5.5 kg for m
ales

and 5.5-7kg for fem
ales. 

W
HAT THEY EAT

W
hite-tailed sea eagles are versatile 

and opportunistic hunters and carrion 
feeders, som

etim
es pirating food from

 
other birds and even otters. They eat 
largely fish, but also take various birds 
(m

ainly seabirds, ducks, geese and 
shore birds), rabbits & hares. 

DID YO
U KNO

W
 THAT 

W
hite-tailed sea eagles only 

get their w
hite tails, cream

/ 
buff head feathers and yellow

 
beak w

hen they are 4 years 
old?  W

hite-tailed eagles can 
survive and breed to beyond 
30 years but as the population 
grow

s, young adults w
ill 

com
pete w

ith older territorial 
birds for the best territories.

HO
W

 TO
 SPO

T AN ADULT
The adult w

hite-tailed sea eagle 
has black, brow

n, grey, w
hite & 

cream
/buff coloured feathers. Its 

leg colour is yellow
 and its beak 

is yellow, long, hooked, pow
erful 

and chunky. 

HO
W

 TO
 SPO

T A JUVENILE
The juvenile (young) w

hite-tailed 
sea eagle has brow

n, black & w
hite 

coloured feathers. Its leg colour is 
yellow

 and its beak is dark brow
n / 

black, long, hooked & pow
erful. 

THREATS
The w

hite-tailed sea eagle is still 
in danger by m

ore deliberate 
poisoning and killing and by 
their nests being disturbed. 
W

e are encouraging local boat 
tour operators to use the W

iSE 
schem

e so they can show
 

people the w
ildlife w

ithout 
disturbing the creatures.

This banner was produced by the  
Ullapool Sea Savers in memory 
of Andy Law and in association with:

Silhouette shows  
the actual size of  
a White-tailed 
sea eagle
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The Ullapool Sea Savers are a local kids 
marine conservation charity - people protect 
what they love, we show people how much 
there is to love about the sea

Maia, White-tailed sea eagle ambassador

w
w

w.ullapoolseasavers.com
Find us on: 

Annat Bay chick G175, Loch Broom 2021. Photo: George Jarvis 

Annat Bay chick G176, Loch Broom 2021. Photo: Karen Otter
Loch Broom, 2021. Photo: James Appleton 

Adult female Annat Bay pair, Loch Broom 2021. Photo: Karen Otter
Adult male Annat Bay pair, Loch Broom. Photo: Noel Hawkins

Photo: Andy Law

Why are they so special in Wester Ross
The white-tailed eagle went extinct in Scotland in the early 
20th century due to people killing them

 and egg collectors 
stealing their eggs from

 their nests. The last Sea Eagle in 
Scotland, an old fem

ale, was shot on the island of Unst in 
Shetland in 1918. But between 1993 and 1998 (as phase 
two of a full-scale reintroduction program

m
e begun in 1975 

on the Isle of Rum
) Scottish Natural Heritage supported by 

the RSPB worked really hard to repopulate this area using 
chicks that had hatched in Norway and now we have a 
thriving population in this area again.  
(Please see the tim

eline below for the full story of the 
reintroduction project.)

2007 - 2012
Phase 3 - 85 young brought 
from Norway to be released 
in East Scotland 

2014 
Ullapool had its first 
local breeding pair 
for 100 years

2015 
White-tailed eagles nested in Orkney 
for the first time in 162 years and the 
Scottish population reached 100 pairs

2019 
Six young eaglets were collected from nests in Scotland 
as the start of a project to re-establish them on the Isle of 
Wight which will see 60 birds released over 6 years

2021 
Sea eagles can now be seen in most 
parts of Scotland and the number of 
territories in Scotland has reached 150

1959 - 1968  
Failed attempts to 
reintroduce WTSE 
to Scotland.

1975
Nature Conservancy Council (then Scottish 
Natural Heritage now NatureScot) began full scale 
reintroduction programme supported by RSPB.

1975 - 1985
82 chicks (39 males and 
43 females) imported 
from Norway to Rum

1985
First wild sea eagles fledged 
in Scotland for over 70 years! 
Population continued to grow

1993 - 1998
SNH started a second phase of release - 
this time in Wester Ross - using 58 more 
young birds from Norway

1996
Scottish bred pair 
fledge first chick

1998 
18 pairs established 
in the wild

2010
the Scottish population 
reached 50 breeding pairs

2000
25th anniversary of project 
- 25 pairs hold territory, 
100 chicks fledged


